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« I'W vtaxi’A awuoft 


Office of the Press Secretary 
IKew York. New York) 


Por Neleeee et lOiOO aa EOT 


October 34, 19S5 


TEXT OP THE ADDRESS BY THE PRESXOBMT 
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OP TBE UNITED NATIONS 

AT THE OONNENORATION OF THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
OP THE UNITED NATIONS 


onited Nations 
New York, New York 
October 24, 1985 


Forty years ago, the world awoke daring to believo hatred's 
unyielding grip had finally been broken — daring to believe the 
torch of peace would be protected in liberty's fix* grasp. 


On this O.N. anniversary, we acknowledge its successes! the 
decisive action during the Korean Nan negotiation of the 
Non-Proliferation Treatyi strong support for deeoloniaationi and 
the laudable echievewents by the U.N. High Comnissioner for 
Refugees. 


Nor anist tra close our eyes to this organisation's disappoint- 
■ents: its failure to deal with real security issues, the total 
inversion of uorality in the infasous Sionisu-is-racism 
resolution, th . Ilticization of too suuiy agencies, the misuse 
of too swny resources. 


The O.N. is a political institution and politics requires 
couprosdse. We recognise that. But let us reueuber — from 
those first days, one guiding star was supposed to light our path 
toward the O.N. vision of peace and progress — the star of < 
freedosi. 


What kind of people will we be 40 years from today? Nay we 
answer — free people, worthy of freedosi, and firm in the 
conviction that f r esdou is not the sole prerogative of a chosen 
few, but the universal right of all God's children. 


This is the universal Declaration of Husmn Rights set forth in 
1948. And this is the affirming flame the United States has held 
high to a watching world. He chanpion freedom not only because 
it la practical and beneficial, but becanae it is mrally right- 
end Just. 

WORE 




Porty years ago, the world yearned to dream again innocent 
dreams, to believe in ideals with innocent trust. Dreams of 
trust are worthy, but in these 40 years too many dreams have bean 
shattered, too many promises have been broken, too many lives 
have been lost. The painful truth is that the use of violence to 
take, to exercise, and to preserve power remains a persistent 
reality in much af the world. ' 




The vision of the O.N. Charter — to spare succeeding generations 
this scourge of war — mains real. It still stirs our souls 
and wanss our hearts. But it also demands of us a realism that 
is rockhard, clear-eyed, steady and sure — a realism that 
undarstands the nationp of the United Nations are not united. 


I coma before you this morning preoccupied with peace, with 
ensuring that the differences between soaw of us not be permitted 
to degenerate into open conflict. And I cone offering for my own 
country a new rcewUmant, a fresh start. 
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Pr** p*opl*« who** govAcnaent* rest upon the consent of the 
governed, do not vag* war on their neighbors. Free people, 
blessed *by eeonosde opportunity, and protected by laws that 
respect the dignity of the individual, are not driven toward the 
doadnation of others. 

I 

We readily acknowledge that the Onited States is far from 
perfect. Yet w^ have endeavored earnestly to carry out our 
responsibilities to the Charter these past 40 years, and w* taka 
national pride in onr contributions to peace « 

W* take pride in 40 years of helping avert a new world war and 
pride in our alliances that protect and preserve us and our 
friends froa aggression, we take pride in the Canp David 
agreesants and onr efforts for peace in the Middle East rooted in 
resolutions 242 and 238; in supporting Pakistan, target of 
outside intiaidationi in assisting Bl Salvador*t struggle to 
carry forward its dsaocratic revolutioni in answering the appeal 
of our Caribbean friends in Crenadai in seeing Grenada's 
representative here today, voting the will of its own people. 

And we take pt « in our proposals to reduce the weapons of war. 

a 

Ws subsdt this history as evidence of our sincerity of purpose, 
hut today it is aore iaportant to speak to you about what my 
country propoees to do, in those closing years of the 
20th century, to bring about a safer, a snre peaceful, a more 
civilised world. 

Let us begin with candor with words that rest on plain and 
simple facts. The differences b e tween America and the Soviet 
Onion are deep and abiding. 

The united States is a desK>cratlc nation. Here the people rule. 
We build no walls to keep them in, nor organize any system of 
police to keep them mot*, we occupy no country. The only 
land abroad we occupy is beneath the graves where our haroas 
rest. What is called the West is a voluntary association of free 
nations, all of whom fiercely value their independence and their 
sovereignty. And as deeply as we cherish our beliefs, wa do not 
seek to compel others to share them. 

When w* enjoy these vast freedoms as we do, it is difficult for 
us to understand the restrictions of dictatorships which seek to 
control each institution and every facet of people's lives, the 
expression of their beliefs, their soveaents, and their contacts 
with the outside world. It is difficult for us to understand the 
ideological prends* that force is an acceptable way to expand a 
political system. 

Wa Aawricaaa do not accept that any government has the right to 
command and order the lives of its people, that any nation has an 
historic right to os* force to export its ideology. This 
belief **** regarding the nature of nan and the limitations of 
govemsNint — is at the core of our deep and abiding differences 
with the Soviet Union, differences that put us into natural 
conflict and cvxapetition with on* another. 

W* would welcome enthusiastically a true competition of ideas, 
welcosM a coapetition of eeonoadc strength and scientific and 
artistic creativity, and, yes, welcome a competition for the good 
will of the world*s people. But we cannot accnimeoilate ourselves 
to the us* of fore* and subversion to consolidate and expand the 
reach of totalltnriani sm. 


I 
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ffhen Mr. Gorbachav and I neet in Ganava naxt month, T look to a 
fraah start in tba ralatlonshlp of our two nations. N* can and 
should deet in th* spirit that wm can dual with our diffsraneas 
paacafttlly. That is what wa axpaet. 


Th* only way to rasolva differancas is to undarstand than. N* 
must hava candid and cosgtlet* discussions of whara dangsrs axist 
and wher* paaca is baing disruptad. Nak* no nistakai our policy 
of open and vigorons conpatition rasts on a realistic visw of th* 
world. Tharafora, at Ganava, w* anst raview tha reasons Cor the 
currant level of adstrust. 


Por axaspla, in If 72 tha international eoanunity nagotiatad in 
good faith a ban on biological and toxin weapons} in 1975 wa 
negotiated tha aa^ainki accords on human rights and freadomsi and 
during th* decade jast past, the Onitad States and th* Soviet 
onion nagotiatad savaral agreements on strategic weapons. Yat, 
w* feel it will be nacassary at Ganava to discuss with the Soviet 
Onion what we baliev* are their violations of a nusbar of th* 
provisions in all of these agreemeata. Indeed, this is why it is 
iaportant that we have this opportunity to air our differancas 
through face-to-face maatings — to let frank talk substituta for 
angar and tension. 


Tha Onitad States has never sought traatias merely to paper over 
differancas. Ms continue to baliava that a nuclear war is on* 
that cannot be woo and must never be fought. That Is why wa have 
sought, for nearly 10 years, still seek, and will discuss in 
Ganava radical, aquitabla, verifiable reductions in thas* vast 
arsenals of offanaiv* nuclear weapons. 




At th* beginning of th* latest round of the ongoing negotiations 
in Ganava, th* Soviet Onion presented a specific proposal 
involving numerical values. We are studying the Soviet 
countar-proposal carefully. Z baliava that within their proposal 
there are seeds which w* should nurture, and in the coming waaks 
we will seek to establish a genuine process of give-and-tak*. 




The Onitad States is also seeking to discuss with the Soviet 
Onion in Ganava the vital relationship batmen offensive and 
dafansiv* systasM, including th* possibility of stoving toward a 
■ore stable and sacur* mrld in which defenses play a growing 
rol*. 





Tha ballistic missile is the most awesome, threatening, and 
destructive weapon in tha history of man. Thus, I walcom* th* 
interest of tha saw Soviet leadership in the reduction of 
offensive strategic forces. Ultimately, we must remove this 
menace — one* and for all — from the face of this Earth. 




Until that day, tha United States seeks to escape the prison of 
mutual terror by rasaarch and testing that could, in time, enable 
us to neutralise tha threat of these ballistic ad.ssil*s and. 
ultimately, render then obsolete. 


Bow is Moscow threatened — if the capitals of other nations are 
protected? We do not ask that the Soviet leaders — whose 
country has suffered so sneh from war — leave their people 
defenseless against foreign attack. Why than do they Insist that 
w* remain undefended? Who is threatened if Western research — 
and Soviet research that is itself wall-advanced — should 
develop a non-nmelear system which «Mald threaten not human 
beings, but only ballistic sdLssiles? 
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8ur*ly, the *orl4 trill sleep more secure when these missiles have 
been rendered useless, militarily and politically, when the Sword 
oi Damocles tiw.. ,us hong over our planet for too many decades is 
lifted by Nestem and Russian scientists working to 
shield their cities and their cit liens and one day shut down 
space as an avenue for weapons of mass destruction. 


It we are destined by history to coagiete, aiilitarily, to keep the 
peace, then let us compete in systems that defend our societies 
rather than weapons which can destroy us both, and much of Cod's 
creation along with os. 


Some 18 years ago, then'-Premier Aleksei Kosygin was asked about a 
soratorium on the development of an anti*mlssile defense system. 
The official Soviet news agency, TASS, reported be replied with 
these words t 


*I baliave that dafenaive systams, which prevent attack, are not 
the causa of the arms race, but constituta a factor preventing 
the death of people.... Maybe an antimiaaile system la more 
expensive than an offensive syatem. but it is designed not to 
kill people but to preserve human iiees.* 


Preserving lives. Mo peace is more fundaasntal than that. 

Great obstacles lie eheed, but they should not detar us. Paaea 
is God's eommandmant. Peace ia the holy shadow cast by men 
treading on the path of virtue. 


But just as we ell knew what peace we certainly know what 
peace ia not . 


Paaca based on repression cannot be true peace and is tscurs only 
when individuals are free to direct their own governments. 


Peace based on partition cannot be true peace. Put almpLyt 
nothing can justify tha continuing and permanent division of the 
Buropean continent. Walls of partition and distrust must give 
way to graster oommonieation for an Open World. Before leaving 
for Geneva, Z sball make major new proposals to achieve this 
goal. 



Peace based on smtnal fear cannot be true peace because staking 
our future on a precarious balance of terror is not good enough. 
Tha world need* a balance of safety. 


Plnally, a pasc* based on averting our eyes from trouble cannot 
be true peace. The consequences of conflict are every bit as 
tragic when the destruction is contained within one country. 


I H*ae 


Beal peace is what wa seek, and that is why today the United 
States is presenting an initiative that addresses what will be a 
central issue ia Geneva the resolution of regional conflicts 
in Africa, Asia, and Cantral Amarica. 


Our own position is claar: as the oldest nation of tha New 
World, as the first anti*-colonial powsur, the United States 
rajoiced whan decolonisation gave birth to so smay new nations 
after World War II, We have always sui^rted the right of the 
people of each nation to defina their own destiny, ws have given 
8300 billion since 194S to help people of other countries.' And 
w* have tried to bsrlp friendly govemasuita defend against 
aggression, sabvmrsion, and tarror. 
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Ma hay* noted with great interest siadlar expressions of peaceful 
intent by leader* of the Soviet Union. I am not her* to 
challenge the good faith of what they say. But isn't it 
ia^rtant for u* to weigh the record, as well? 

Zn Afghanistan, there are 118,000 Soviet troops 
proae c eting war against the Afghan people. 

In Castedia, 140,000 Sovi*t--baeked Vietnamese soldiers 
wag* a war of occupation. 

•• In Ethiopia, 1,700 Soviet advisers are Involved in 
sdlitary planning and support operations along with 
2,500 'uban coabat troops. > 

Zn Angola 1,200 Soviet sdlitary advisers involved in 
planning and supervising eoadMt operations, along with 
35,000 Cuban troops. 

— In Viearagua — sosm 8,000 Soviet bloc and Cuban 

personnel, including about 3,500 military and secret 
police personnel. 

All of these conflicts •• soste of them under way for a dscad* — 
originate in local disputes but they share a eoeswn 
characteristict they are the eonseguenc* of an ideology imposed 
froei without, dividi^ nations and creating regimes that are, 
almost from the day they take p o we r, at war with their own 
people. And in each case, Marxism-Leninism's war with the peopla 
became* war with their neighbors. 

These wars are exacting a staggering human toll and threaten to 
•pill across national boundaries and trigger dangerous 
confrontations. Nhere is it more appropriate than right here at 
the United Hations to call attention to Article 2 of our Charter 
which instructr ■■■ i aa>ers to refrain "from the threat or us* of 
force against th* territorial integrity or political independence 
of any state....*? 

Oaring th* past decade these wars played a large role in building 
suspicions and tensions in ay country over the purpose 
of Soviet policy. This gives us an extra reason to address them 
seriously today. 

Last year I p r opo se d from this podium that the United States and 
Soviet Onion held discussion* on some of these issues, and %#• 
have done so. But I believe these problems need more than talk. 

For that reason, we ara proposing, and are fully comitted to 
support, a regional peace process that seeks progress on three 
levelst 

First, we believe the starting point must be a process of 
negotiation asong the warring parties in each country I've 
mentioned — which, in the case of Afghanistan, includes the 
Soviet Onion. The form of these talks may and should vary, but 
negotiations — and an improveawnt of internal political 
conditions are essential to achieving an end to violence, the 
withdrawl of foreign troops and national reconciliation. 


MOBS 
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Th«r« is s sacond lavslt once ne^tiations take hold and the 
parties directly involved are making real progress, 
representatives of the United States and the Soviet Union should 
sit down together. It is not for us to iaqpose any solutions in 
this separate set of talks. Such solutions %rould not last. But 
the issue we shoald address is how best to support the ongoing 
talks asnng the warring parties. In sons cases, it might well be 
appropriate to ronaider guarantees for any agreements already 
reached. But io wtrwry case the pr im a r y task is to promote this 
goelt verified elimination of the foreign sdlitary presence and 
restraint on the flow of outside arms. 

Finally, if these first two steps are successful, we could move 
on to the third — welcoming each country back into the world 
econoav so its citizens can share in the dynamic growth that 
other developing countries — countries that are at peace 
enjoy. Despite past differences with these regXmms, the United 
States would respond generously to their democratic 
reconciliation with their own people, their respect for huaian 
rights, and their return to the faadly of free nations. 

Of course, until such time as these negotiations result in 
definitive progress, Aswrica's support for struggling democratic 
resistance forces snst not and shall not cease. 

This plan is bold. And it is realistic. It is not a substitute 
for eaisting peece-siaking efforts^ it complements them. We are 
not trying to solve every conflict in every region of the globe, 
and we recognize that each conflict has its own character, 
naturally other regional problesM will require different 
approaches. But we bejlieve that the recurrent pattern of 
conflict that we see in these five cases ought to be broken as 
soon as possible, 

Ms oust begin soamwhere, so let us begin where there is great 
need and great hope. This will be a clear step forward to help 
people choose their future more freely. Moreover, this is an 
eztraordinary oppo r tunity for the Soviet side to make a 
contribution to regional peace which in turn can promote future 
dialogue and negotiations on other critical issues. 

With hard work and isugination, there is no limit to what, 
working together, our nations can achieve. Gaining a peaceful 
resolution of these conflicts will open whole new vistas for 
peace and progress the discovery that the promise of the 
future lies not in swasures of military defense, or the control 
of weapons, but in the aapansion of individual freedom and human 
rights. 

Only when the human pfirit can worship, create, and build, only 
idien people are giyel a personal stake in determining their own 
destiny and benefitt^ from their own risks do societies become 
prosperous, progreacIVf, dynamic, and free. 

We need only open our eyes to the economic evidence all around 
us. Nations thrt deny their people opportunity •*<> In Cagtern 
Europe, Indochina, southern Africa, and Xntin Asmrica — without 
eaception are droning further behind in the race for the future. 





But vtieru «#• M* miiantunea leaders wno onaerstand tnat economic 
freedom and personal incentive are key to development, we see 
economies striding forward. Singapore, Taiwan,' and South 
Korea — India, Botswane, and Chine. These are among tha currant 
and emerging success stories because they have the courage to 
give eexmemio Ineeettves a ehanee. 
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L«t US all h—d tb* slnple eloquence in Andrei Sakherov'a Nobel 
Peace Prize aMasaqet "International trust, mutual understanding, 
disarmament and international security are inconceivable without 
an open society with freedom of information, freedom of 
conscience, the right to publish and the right to travel and 
choose the country in which one wishes to live." 

At the core, this is an eternal truth. Freedom works. That is 
the proadse of the Open World and awaits only our collective* 
grasp. Forty years ago, hope cams alive again for a world that 
hungered for hope. X believe fervently that hope is still alive. 

The Onited States has spoken with candor and conviction todays 
but that does not lessen these strong feelings held by every 
American I Xt*o in the nature of Americans to hate war and its 
destructiveness. Ms would rather wage our struggle to rebuild 
and renew, not to tear down. We would rather fight against 
hunger, disease, and catastrophe, wa would rather engage our 
adversaries in <.he battle of ideals and ideas for the future. 

These principles emsrge from the innate openness and good 
character of our people — and from eur long struggle and 
sacrifice for our liberties and the liberties of others. 

Americans always yearn for peace. They have a passion for life. 
They carry in their hearts a deep capacity for reconciliation. 

Last year at this Ceneral Assembly, t indicated there was every 
reason for the United States and the Soviet Union to shorten the 
distance between us. In Geneva — the first BMetlng between our 
heads of government in more than 6 years — • Nr. Gorbachov and I 
will have that opportunity. 

So, yes, let us go to Geneva with both sides cosniitted to 
dialogue. Let both sides go committed to a world with fewer 
nuclear weapons and sose day with none. Let both sides go 
cosBd.tted to walk together on a safer path into the list century 
and to lay the foundation for enduring peace. 

It is time, indeed, to do more than 'just talk of a better world. 
It is tine to act. And we will act when nations cease to try to 
inpose their ways upon others. And we will act when they realize 
that we, for whom ttie achievement of freedom has come dear, will 
do what we mue*- preserve it from assault. 

America is committed to the %rarld, because so much of the world 
is inside America. After all, only a few miles from this very 
room is our Statue of Liberty, past which life began anew for 
millions where the peoples from nearly every country in this 
hall joined to build these United States. 

The blood of each nation courses through the American vein — and 
feeds the spirit that coopels us to involve ourselves in the fate 
of this good Barth. It is the sane spirit that warns our heart 
in concern to help ense the desperate hunger that grips proud 
people on the African continent. 

It is the internationalist spirit that came together last month 
when our neighbor, Mexico, was struck suddenly by an earthquake. 
Even as the Mexican nation moved vigorously into action •• there 
were heartwarmiaa offers by other nations offering to help and 
glimpses of people working together, without concern for national 
self-interest or gain. 


MORB 
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And if thara «a* any meaning to salvage out of that tragedy, it 
was found one day in a huge mound of rubble that eas once the 
Juares Hoapital in Mexico City. 

A week after that terrible event and a* another day of despair 
unfolded — a team of workers heard a faint sound coming 
somewhere from the heart of the crushed concrete and twisted 
steel. Hoping beyond hope, they quickly burrowed toward it.. 

AS the lata afternoon light faded, and racing against time, they 
found what they had heard — and the first of three baby girls — 
newborn infants •• eawrged to the safety of the rescue team. 


Hare is the aoana through the eyas of ona who wan there. 

*Bveryone was so quiet whan they lowered that little baby down in 
a baskat covered iHth blankets. The baby didn't make a sound, 
either. But the minute they put her in the had Cross aabulanee 
everybody just got vp and cheered.* 

Well, amidst all that hopelessness and debris came a timely •• 
and tiamless lesson for as all. We witnessed the miracle of 
life. 

Xt is on this that Z believe our nations can amke a renewed 
commitment. The miracle of life is given by One greater than 
ourselves. But once given, each life is ours to nurture and 
preserve •• to foster not only for today's world but for a better 
ona to ccam. 

There is no purpose more noble than for os to sustain and 
celebrate life in a turbulent world. That is what %»e must do 
now. We have no higher duty •• no greater cause as humans. 

Life — and the preservation of fr ee do m to live it in dignity — 
is what we are on this Barth to do. 

Everything we work to achieve must seek that end so that some day 
our prime ministers, our preaders, our presidents and 
our general secretaries will talk not of war and peace •• but, 
only of peace. 

We've had 40 years Co begin. Let us not waste one more moment to 
give back to the world all that «ie can in return for this miracle 
of life. 

Thank you. 


• • f 
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THE NRITB BOOSE 



Office of the Press Sscrstary 
(New York, New York) 


for RsleeM at lOtOO as EOT 


October 24, 19SS 


FACT SHEET 

The Presldsat*s Address to the Onited Nations General Assenbly 


Ylie onited Nations 
New York City 
October 24, I9«S 


la his address to the General Aas< 

o 


>ly» President Raasan today 


reyiswsd the record of the Onited Nation's 
forty years. 


discrtssed his expectations for next aonth's 
aeetlag with General Secretary Gorbachev, and 


pat forward a aajor initiative for reaolvlno 
regioaal wars that worsened OS-Soviet relations 
in the past decade. 


Looting Backi The forty Te ar Record 


The President, seeing both achievensnts and failures 
in the Onited Ration's record, eaphasised that itaprovlng 
it in the ^tare requires re cr—lnisnt to the ideas ' of 
the Charter ~ to husMn rights and freedom as corner- 
stones of peace. 


The Onited Nations Charter still stirs siankind, but it 

denands realism. 


The use of violence- to take, exercise, and preserve power 
remains widespread. Reaching the goals of the United Nations 
depends on protecting freedom: free peoples do not comnit 
aggression against their neighbors. 


We acknowledge the United Nation's successes (from the Korean 
Nar to Uw ^^i:k of the United Nations High Coseiissionsr for 
Refugees and of UNICEPI . . .and note its disappointments (from 
failures in dealing with real security issues to the 1975 
Zionissh-ia-Raclsa resolution! . 


The United itates takes pride in contributing to peace, 
through allia^iCis.S.. that protect us and our friends from 
aggression, through peace-suking efforts in the Kiddle Bast 

and elsewhere. 


"But today it is more i^mrtant to speak to you about what my 
country proposes to do in these closing years of the 20th 
Century, to bring about a safer, a anre peaceful, a more 
civilised world.* 


HOPE 
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t>««ltnq Peacefully with Ontted State s-Sovlet Diff«ranc» — A Prgsh 


Tha Pratident Mid that "tha only way to raaolva diffaraneas 
ia to undarataod thaa,* and that a full diacuaaion of Unltad 
Stataa**8ov*9t diffarancaa la Indiapanaabla to naklng a *fraah 
atart* In ralatlona at Ganava. Noting that cooplianca with 
paat agraasanta would also ba discussad, ha waicoMd racant 
Soviat coontar-^roposala on nuclaar ansa raductions. 

Ws bagin with eandort tha diffarancaa batwaan tha Unltad 
Stataa and tha Sowiat Onion ata daap and abiding. 

I: ~ Wa walooaa paacaful coagMtltion of ideaa, but cannot accapt 

t forca and aobraralon to axtand totalitarian! an. 

*Nhan Mr. Goibachav and X aMat in Oanawa naxt aonth, t look to 
a frash st^rt In th« ralatlonshlp of our two nationa." tha 
Praaidant said. 

— On nuclaar lasuaa. ha will diacnsa Soviat vlolationa of paat 
agraeaants. as wall as racant Soviat proposala on ama 
f raductlono. Tha Praaidant hopas to ganarata *a ganulna 

procaos of glva and taka." 

Tha Unltad Stataa will aaak to dlaeuaa with tha Soviat Onion 
*tha vital ralationahlp batwaan offanaiva and dafanalva 
mymtmma, inclnding tha posaibllity of aoving toward a atabla 
and aacuca world in which dafansas play a growing rola.* Tha 
Soviat Onion is not thraatanad by this. 


tha Saarch for Traa Paaea 

na know what paaea is, and what it ia not. Bafora 
Ganava tha Prasldant will offar proposals to ovarcoma 
obstaclaa to fraa contact aaong societies. 

— True peace cannot ba based on reprassiont the people must 
direct thair own governswnts. 

— • It can*t ba based on obstacles to conmunlcations. The United 

States seeks freer people-to-people contacts and will make 
major new proposals before Geneva to advance this goal. 

— It can't be based on mutual feart the world needs a balance 
of safety, not a balance of terror. 

— And it can't ba based on turning away from trouble t sobm of 
the most tragic wars take place within a single country. 


Tha President's Initiative to Resolve haaional Conflicti — ■ a 
Central Issue in Ganava 

The heart of the President's speech is an initiative 
on a series of regional wars in the Third World. All 
involve significant continuing (and in soma cases, 
growing) Soviat involvement, and did much to worsen 
Onitad ttatos»Soviat relatione under three Aidminis» 


MOU 
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trations. 1ti« Praaident's plan calla for prograta 

at thraa lavalat 

1) Mgotlation aaong tha warring partiat 

2) Onitad States-Sovlat diacuationa. and 

3) Eeonoadc reconatntction 

*Roal paaca ia wtiat wa aaak", tha Praaidant said, and tha 
Onitad Stataa inltlativa aijta to braak tha pattarn of fiva key 
conflieta ia Aala, Africa and Cantral Aaarica. 

In Afghaalataa, Caabodia, Ethiopia, Angola and Nicaragua, wa 
aaa a eaaaBo charaeteriatic: govamaanta •> aupportad by 
outaida arm, adaiaara and often troopa ~ waging war againat 
their people. Thia becoma war againat their naighbora. 

Tha Soviet role in theaa warn did anch to woraan Onitad 
8tatea«8oviat ralationa. Thia given ua an extra raaaon to 
addreaa thae aariooaly today. 

Laat year at tha Onitad Nations General Aaaaebly, the 
President proposed discussions jfith the Soviet Union on 
regional conflicts. Such talks have taken place, but these 
problem need nore than talk. 

Tha Praaidant proposed a regional peace process that seeks 
progress on three levalst 

1. Tha realistic starting point aniat be negotiations 
aaong tha warring parties in each conflict. 

Negotiations » and an iaprovemnt of internal political 
conditions — * are essential to achieving an end to 
violence, withdrawal of foreign troops and national 
reconciliation. 

2. Once these negotiations sake real progess. United 
StataS'Soviet discussions could take place. These 
would not be peace negotiations but would explore how 
to v *‘??o rt agreemnts reached by the warring parties. 

The primry task is to elininate tha foreign military 
presence and restrain the flow of outside arms. 

3. PinalXy, if these steps are successful, we can help 
to proanta raointegration of these countries Into the 
world econony. The United States would respond 
ganaronely. 

Of course, without progress, Amrica's support for democratic 
and resistance forces must not and shall not cease. 

*This plan is bold. And it is realistic. It Is not a 
substitute for existing peace-making efforts,* the President 
said. It doesn’t seek to address all conflicts everywhere, 
only tbona that fit this pattern. Naturally, other conflicts 
will require eaparate approaches. 

Hie Soviet union has *an extraordinary opportunity* to 
contribote to peace la a way that can proaote dialogue on 
other iasnm. 


NOn 
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Paq« 4 

Looking Ahaad — A 8af* Path into t ho 21at Cent o 


Itecountln 9 a story of relief efforts after the Mexican 
earthquake, the President expressed the American people's 
readiness €o help ease the problesw of others, we have 
no higher ^ty than to preserve the freedom to live life in 
dignity. 

~ The promise of the future lies not In mllltery measures^ or 
even the oootrol of weapons, hut In the expansion of 
Individual freedom and human rights. 

— Preedom is the key to economic dynamism, but also to peace. 

— In Geneva, the first meeting of onlted States and Soviet 
leaders in over six years, there is the opportunity to 
narrow our differences. 

— It is time to do more than Just talk of a better worldi it is 
tlaw to act. 

— America's internationalist spirit spurs us to offer help to 
others, whether in disaster and famine-relief or in the search 
for peace. 

— The President eencludedi "There is no purpose more noble than 
for us to sustain and celebrate life in a turbulent world. 

That is what we must do now. me have no higher duty — no 
greater canoe as humans. Life — and the praservatien of the 
freedom to live it in dignity — is what we are on this Earthy 
to do." 

• ft 
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roK leLEASi iKf tOido a.m. bdt 

THUMPAY, OCTOAWI J4, 19I$ 


Th« 


_Iaitl»tlv on ItMional Conflict 


iackqrcund 


tovlat IntarvantioniM In th« 1970*a laft in Ita ifaka a Morlvn of 
rapkaaalva raglMaa, aaaklng to liqraaa allan Idaologiaa on conn- 


aid. Tho polioioa of thaaa raglnta hava glvan rlaa to indlganoua 
oppoaition aaakiaf to llbarallio or ovarthrow tha». Tha caault 
haa boon oonfliota atiloh ara taking a haavy huatan toll, ara 
apilling aoroaa intamatlonal boundariaa^ and ara drawing in 
outalda military Imrolvamant. Vha Praaidant haa aada elaar that 
our aympathlaa ara with thoaa who raaiat Soviat axpanaioniam, 
fight for fraadom, and aaak ganuina aalf-datacgiination. it thaaa 
probJaoa cannot bo raaoivad through nagotlationa and by loviat 
raatraiat, thay will only woraan. Tha Praaidant hopaa to piuvtdu 
a aaana by whleb to poraaa political, rathar than military 
aolutiona to thaoa problaao. 


In hia addraaa to tha Oanaral Aaaanbly, tha Praaidant propoaad a 
paaca proeaaa at thraa lavala to addraaa tha continuing wara in 
Afghaniatan, Caahodia, Nicaragua, Angola, and Nthiopia. whara 
Poviat involvamikat eontributad to tha datarioration of U.t.- 
•owiat ralationa in tha 1970'a. Tha initiativa ia a compra- 
hanaiva framawork daaignad to improva tha proapacta for paaca in 
thaaa araaa. It ooaiplanMnta regional and othar intarnational 
afforta to aehiava laating political aolutiona. Prograca in thia 
can alao faeilitata an iaqprovamant in owarall laat-Naat rala- 
tiona. 

1. Tha fiirat lowol calla for nagotlationa batwaan tha warring 
partiaa. Tha form of auch talka in aach inatanca night vary but 
nagotiacionu w... iaprovaaant of intornal political conditiona 
ara aaaantial to aohiaving an and to wiolanea and trua national 
raeonc illation . 

2. Onea real prograaa in thaaa araaa haa baan luda, tha unitad 
•cataa and tha fowiat Union could hold a aaparata aat of talka. 
Thaaa would not bo formal paaca nagotlationa but would aupiora 
how thaaa two govartaaanta could aupport ragional and othar 
intarnational paa c o-making afforta. In aoma caaaa, auch aa 
Afghaniatan and Cambodia, tha 0.8. and 0881 might of far guaran- 
taaa for agraaamita already raaehad by tha warring partiaa. In 
ovary caaw, tha primary U.8. - 8oviat rola would ba to rtduca and 
allninato outaida military Involvumant, including variflad 
withdrawal of foreign troopa and raatraint on tha flow of oucaxda 
arma. 

]. If 'the firat two atagaa ara aueeaaaful, a third aloncnt of a 
long-term aolutioo would bacema posaiblat raintagration of the 
war-torn nationa into tho intarnational economy. Tha Unitad 
Atatoa would ba willing to contribute ganaroualy to damocratic 
raconciliatien with their own people, thalr roepaet for human 
righta and thair raturn to tha family of fraa nationa. 

Thia approach puta tha burden on tha warring partiaa to reach 
accommodetioa a n d offara a framework for aohiaving auparpowar 
raatraint. It la clear that no U.S.— 8ewlat condominium can aolva 
^sa problw. «a moat boar in mind that aach of thaaa con- 
flicta haa ita om-cbaractor and ragulramanta for a political 
Mltttion. R^lomal .poaca-making inltlatlvoa like contadora in 
Central Amarlca and AflAM'g propoaala for Caabedlm havo aought to 

aero 
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•dtfrasf prMtMly th*** indlvldutl ehdrccurittlea. Th« U.S. 
support* tho*« iaitlatlv** and b«liav«a that thia proposal will 
conplMMnt thaa by providing for participation by tho warring 
parties , 

wEciowAt cowfUCTi Airo u.g.oaovigT ittLxyioii* 

•ovlot involvoaant in Third Verld eonflleta haa had a dlraet 
•itmet in aouriag O.f.»fovlac ralatloaa, aspaelally over th* last 
dacada. 




In S*pta«bar, 1914, Praaidant Raagan proposad to vha UNOA that 
tha Unitad dtataa and tha Soviat Union hold puriodie axehangaa at 
tha policy laval on kay raglona of tha world. Ovar tha past ywar 
tha two aldaa hava bald axparta talka on tha Niddla East. 
Afghaniataa, aoatharo Africa, and East Asia. Talks on Cantral 
AaMrica and tha Carrlbbaan will ba bald at tha and of Octobar. 
Mhlla thosa talka hava not produead draauitic braakthreugha. thuy 
hava baan nsafvl for clarifying vlawa and pravantlng 
■iacaloulation. Ma hopa thaaa talka will eontlnua on a nor* 
ragular baaia la tha futura. Tha Praaidant, howavar, would lika 
to a»va bayond aaehaaging viaw*. 


1. Waol 




loviot intanrantion in tha Angolan conflict waa tha first us* of 
aurrogat* Cuhao troops in tha 1970s. Cuban forea* ansbiad tha 
prasant ragiaa to taka power, but it haa not boon abia to and the 
rasistanea af forts of groups opposing its dictatorship. U.S. 
attanpta to diacuas tha isaua with tha Eoviats, and aapacially 
tha Cuban troop isaua, draw only bruagu* reaponaaa that tha 
■attar was ona batwsan tha Cubans and Angolans. 


U.S. policy for Angela/kaaibia la aialng at aehiaving a n*gotisc> 
ad agraasMnt for Vaaibian Indspcndanca under United Nations 
Eaeurity Council laaolution 439-7E and in chat eontaxc tha 
withdrawal of both South African forces from Naaibla and Cuban 
forces frew Angola. To this and, wa have werkad to bring ch* two 
aldaa, Angela and Sooth Africa, into a nagotiating franawork tn 
which thay could roach tha hard daeialons nacassary for aueh a 
aattlaaant. 


Tha President* a initistiva is aiaod at saaking a way to raduea 


ragional tonsir<sa and to cast Soviat willlngnass to play a 
conacructiv* role in Angola. Tha Soviat Union is diractly 


conacructiv* role in Angola. The Soviat Union is diractly 
involved in tha Angolan conflict and bears a raaponaibllity for 
resolving it. tm fact, Soviat nilitary involvaaMnt appears to b* 
growing. U.S. efforts will continua to aaak * raaolution of tha 
international aapacts of the problaa. Tha Angolan parties must 
reconcile thaaaolvaa. Wa are calling on tha Soviat Union both to 
eontributa to this process and to play a eontructive rola in 
proawting raoeoeiliatien. 


3. Afghan iktein 


Tha'Dacambar 1C79 Soviat invasion of Afghanistan ended any 
prospects for ratification of the 8AI.T ZX accord and lad to tho 
iapoaition of aanctiona by the U.S. and western countriaa Includ- 
ing Japan, sanctions which included tha boycott of the Noacow 
Olympics and tho ombarM on U.S. grain aalaa. Tha Soviet occupa* 
tlon of Afghaniotan and tha continuing brutal raprasalon of tho 
country haa outraged world public opinion and aarlously damagad 
•i*at*Wd*t ralatiMa. In diplomatic conaultations, including at 
tba hrghoat lavoia, th* U.S. has strongly urged Moscow to wlth- 
troop* fro« Afghoniatan. Every year ainee th* invasion, 
tho UN flonoral Aooombly hao eallod for foreign treup withdrawal, 


t«' Pd Afghanistan is based on achiovlng a nagotlatad 
political sattlMaant ^aad on four undor lying principles i 
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coiipl«t 0 of Soviet troopei restoration o( 

Afohanlatan'o cradltional Indapandant and non-aligned atatuai 
aelf-deterainatloa of the Afghan peoplot and return of the 
refugaea with safety and honor. As Mrt of this effort, we 
support the on-going UN proxlnity talks. Kowavor, these talks 
have not yet addreesed the central laaue of Soviet troop 
withdrawal, the Soviets have insisted that thin is a bilateral 
issue between tbeaeelvee and the Afghan regiae. 




. 1 . 



The Treaident*'} initiative, by aa^hasising the need for negotia- 

tlon between the parties directly Involved in the eonflicts', 

would foroa the Sewlata to eoaw to tame with the fundaaantal 

reality in Afghanistan — the eaistenee of a broadly based 
national liberation aovenent. The second level of the new 
Intitlativa supports and ccnplenents our oonmitaent to the UN 
process to serve as a guarantor of a negotiated political auttla- - 
nent. U.S. -Soviet guarantosa of non-interference by extarnal 
forcea would reaffim arrangeatenta already worked out between the 
warring parties. Such guerantaaa would apply both to withdrawal 
of foreign troops and to the eliaanatien of oateide flew of erne. 

The third level, by providing generous assistanoe to war-torn 
Afghanistan, would assure the aneoth reintegration of the maaeiv# 
refugaa popula*’ion into the eoonony and provide a baala for 
reoonstruotioo of the country. 

J. Canbodia € 


The oeceaiber 1971 invasion and aubaeguent occupation of Cambodia 
by Vietnaesse troops created a a«lor threat to the atablTfly of 
Southeast Asia and a direct threat to Thailand, in addition, the ' S® 
earlier aateblialwent of the Soviet baee at Caaih hanh lay, which | fP 
is related to Moscow's support of Hanoi* a miLltary efforts, I 

increaeed the danger of military Incidents between US and Soviet P 
naval and air units. In diploaMtle eaohanges, the UB has urged ^ 

Moscow to pore ile Hanoi of the need for a political aettlomont - 

baaed on the withdrawal of Its troopa, as advoeatod by UN reaolu- "S 
tlons, the SCN, end Aaeen. 


The United stabe atAwngiy supports the efforts of tho nambar* uf 
the AMa«wlatieo of Southeast Asian Nations I ASIAN) to obtain a 
political aolutioa to the preblen of Caadtodla besed on the 
essential alee«ota worked out by the 1911 U.N.-epenaerad Inturna- 
tional Conference of Xaapuehea (XCB)t eoaiplete withdrawal of 
foralgn forcoof ON suporlvaed froo oloctiona, and a UN paaca- 
kaoplng foroo. The U.s. bollavas that a durable eettlement 
acceptable to tho Caabodlen people and to their neighbora must bu 
baaed on -‘f-lplea. These eeaa principles heve beun 

Included In eia encceeelve rseelutlone edopted overwhelmlnuly by 
the UN Cenerel Aeeenbly. ' r 


The President's proposal is an intagral part of U.S. support for 
ASIAN end the leadership on tho Canbodien problen which its 

•• countries most directly ooncerned, have ahuwn. 

The principles enuneieted by the President In his address — 
negetletione, withdrewel of foreign foreoe, an end to heatllitias 
— parallel tbooo of tho ICI. Xn July.l9SS, the ASIAN countries 
proposed Indirect talks between the Cambodian reslatanca forcea 
V^*^"***** dologatlon Including roproaantatlves of Hanoi's 
Cambodian olioato, lucb talkt. If aceoptod by Vietnam, could 
load to tho nogotiatiene between the warring pertiea called for 
In the Preeidomt*# Intletivo. 

4. Nlcereoue 


Xn Nicaragua, a fevlat-supportad ragima haa batrayad tha 

ravolutlon, moving Incraaslngly 
toward totaiitarlaniam and ganaratlng a larga and growing 
IndigonM# aiMod realataneo. Tha Saadinlatas' rafuaal to address 
tho logltiaeto friovaneos of Niearagua'o ecmad and civilian 

more 
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eppoaltlen •ii4 th« increasing rallanc* on force — both in ite 
donastio and foroign ralationa •• havo lad to apiraiing regional 
tanaionai dandiniata pelieiaa of fore# hava taken a heavy: toll In 
haiian iivsa and «'«;arca sconoaiie rasoarcaa and hava threatened the 
region's fragile d aa wg raciaa. 

a.f. policy tOMard vicaragua is praaiisad on four basic goals i 
incamal reconciliation through iB«>lanwntation of proolaaa made 
to the O.A.f* in lf7f for a daaocratic» plurallatic aooiaty 
guaranteeing full civil, political and religious rights/ termina- 
tion of tandiniaca support for inaurgoney in ti Salvador and 
other Central ABsrican countriaai taraination of Nicaragua’s 
•ilitary-aacurity ties with the Soviet bloc and Cuba and tha 
departure froa Nicarama of ailitarysoourity advisors from thoao 
countriaai and redaction of Nicaragua's ailitary apparatus to a 
level of ’ tyjiaa of araaaMnt ccapatible with those of 

other regional states. 

The onited ttatee has conaiatently called on the Nandinistaa to 
aeek a peaceful resolution of Nicaragua's eivil war by engaging 
in discussiona with leadera of the araed resistance to address 
substantivoly the lagitiaate griavancea which hava compel I ad a 
resort to eras. Negotiations envisioned under tha Sresidsnt’s 
initiative would he directed toward eliainating the na]or sources 
of regional ooncemi the presence of large nuabera of Soviet 
bloc and Cuban advisors and techniciansi the aasaive Influa of 
adlitary hardware from thoaa countriaai and tha direct role of 
tha Soviat bloc and Cuba in crafting Nicaragua's military, 
foraign. and domaatic policias. U.S./Noviat nagotiations on 
Nicaragua would oenplanont tha nagotiations among the five 
Central Anar loan coontriaa, swdiatad by tha Contradora group, to 
seek a comprehensive settlaaent of the region's prohlema. Tha 
third stage is essentially a reiteration of our long-standing 
proposal to offor Mlor oconomie and davolopmontal sssistanoo in 
sxehangs for aubstantivo progress In meeting our baaie goals, as 
dssoribsd abovo. 

S. Cthio£^ 

Our longstanding policy is to raspact tha territorial integrity 
of nthiopia. Na do not support tha aaparatiat novamanta aetivo 
in that country. Tha insurganta are dividad up into many diffar- 
ant greupa, tha two largest of which aro Narnist-orlantad. Soma 
of thaao groups havo boon aupportod by Libya. 





fthlopia is a key netion in the Horn of Africa, a atratagleally 
iaqiortant part of the world that is tom by internal strife and 
regional polltlr-l conflicts. Hlthln Ethiopia, a raprssaiva 
rogima ia at war with its people. Na baliava that no military 
solution is poeeiblo, daapita tha supply of largo guantltiaa wf 
Soviat ailitary aid and tha praaenca of 1700 Soviet military 
advlaora and 2S0a Cuban combat troops. Noraovar, pursuit of a 
aUlltary solution heo lod to cross border violancm and aarloua 
aggravation of regional civairiss. The Ethiopian laadarahip has 
not bean willing to oarioualy negotiate disaidant damanda for 
greater autonomy. Oivon its large involvement, the Soviet Union 
has rasponaibllity to bolp bring about peace within Ethiopia and 
with ita naighbore. Xf the Soviets are willing to work for 
poecoful roconeilietion in Ethiopia, the b.E. ie prepared to 
inereaee ite longetending efforts to premoto hotter islationa 
among all the eomecriee of the region. 



I 
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OCTOBER 22, 1985 
5:00 P.M. 


PRESIDENT'S BACKUP COPY 

ADDRESS TO THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1985 

MR. PRESIDENT, MR. SECRETARY GENERAL, HONORED 
GUESTS AND DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES. THANK YOU FOR THE 
HONOR OF PERMITTING ME TO SPEAK ON THIS ANNIVERSARY FOR 
THE UNITED NATIONS. 


Executive Registry 


3987/1 


FORTY YEARS AGO, THE WORLD AWOKE DARING TO BaiEVE 
HATRED'S UNYIELDING GRIP HAD FINALLY BEEN BROKEN ~ 
DARING TO BELIEVE THE TORCH OF PEACE WOULD BE PROTECTED 
IN LIBERTY'S FIRM GRASP. 





FORTY YEARS AGO, THE WORLD YEARNED TO DREAM AGAIN 
INNOCENT DREAMS, TO BELIEVE IN IDEALS WITH IKfKJCEIYT 
TRUST. DREAMS OF TRUST ARE WORTHY, BUT IN THESE 
40 YEARS TOO MANY DREAMS HAVE BEEN SHATTERED. TOO MANY 
PROMISES HAVE BEEN BROKEN, TOO MANY LIVES HAVE BEEN 
LOST. THE PAINFUL TRUTH IS THAT THE USE OF VIOLENCE TO 
TAKE, TO EXERCISE, AND TO PRESERVE POWER REMAINS A 
PERSISTENT REALITY IN MUCH OF 'THE WORLD. 






A 
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THE VISION OF THE U.N. CHARTER — TO SPARE 
SUCCEEDING GENERATIONS THIS SCOURGE OF WAR — REiiAlNS 
REAL. IT STILL STIRS OUR SOULS AND WARMS OUR HEARTS. 
BUT IT ALSO DEMANDS OF US A REALISM THAT IS ROCKHARD. 
CLEAR-EYED, STEADY AND SURE - A REALISM THAT 
UNDERSTANDS THE NATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS ARE NOT 
UNITED. 

I COME BEFORE YOU THIS MORNING PREOCCUPIED WITH 
PEACE, WITH ENSURING THAT THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SOME 
OF US NOT BE PERMITIED TO DEGENERATE INTO OPEN 
CONFLICT. AND I COME OFFERING FOR MY OWN COUNTRY A NEW 
COMMITMENT, A FRESH START. 

ON THIS U.N. ANNIVERSARY, WE ACKNOWLEDGE ITS , 
SUCCESSES; THE DECISIVE ACTION DURING THE KOREAN WAR; 
NEGOTIATION OF THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY; STRONG 
SUPPORT FOR DECOLONIZATION; AND THE LAUDABLE 
ACHIEVEMENTS BY THE U.N. HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
REFUGEES. 

NOR MUST WE CLOSE OUR EYES TO THIS ORGANIZATION'S 
DISAPPOINTMENTS; ITS FAILURE TO DEAL WITH REAL 
SECURITY ISSUES, THE TOTAL INVERSION OF MORALITY IN THE 
INFAMOUS ZIONISM-IS-RACISM RESOLUTION. THE 
POLITICIZATION OF TOO MANY AGENCIES. THE MISUSE OF TOO 
MANY RESOURCES. 
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THE U.N. IS A POLITICAL INSTITUTION AND POLITICS 
REQUIRES COMPROMISE. Wt RECOGNIZE THAT. BUT LET US 
REMEMBER — FROM THOSE FIRST DAYS. ONE GUIDING STAR WAS 
SUPPOSED TO LIGHT OUR PATH TOWARD THE U.N. VISION OF 
PEACE AND PROGRESS — THE STAR OF FREEDOM. 

WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE WILL WE BE 40 YEARS FROM 
TODAY? MAY WE ANSWER - FREE PEOPLE. WORTHY OF 
FREEDOM. AND FIRM IN THE CONVICTION THAT FREEDOM IS-NOT 
THE SOLE PREROGATIVE OF A CHOSEN FEW. BUT THE UNIVERSAL 
RIGHT OF ALL GOD'S CHILDREN. 

THIS IS THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HOMAN RIGHTS. 
SET FORTH IN 1948. AND THIS IS THE AFFIRMING FLAME THE 
UNITED STATES HAS HELD HIGH TO A WATCHING WORLD. WE 
CHAMPION FREEDOM NOT ONLY BECAUSE if 
BENEFICIAL. BUT BECAUSE IT IS MORALLY RIGHT AND JUST. 

FREE PEOPLE. WHOSE GOVERNMENTS REST UPON THE 
CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED. DO NOT WAGE WAR ON THEIR 
NEIGHBORS. FREE PEOPLE. BLESSED .BY ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY. AND PROTECTED PY LAWS THAT RESPECT THE 
DIGNITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL. ARE NOT DRIVEN TOWARD THE 
DOMINATION OF OTHERS. 
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WE READILY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE UNITED STATES IS 
FAR FROM PERFECT. YET WE HAVE ENDEAVORED EARNESTLY TO 
CARRY OUT OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE CHARTER THESE 
PAST 40 YEARS. AND WE TAKE NATIONAL PRIDE IN OUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO PEACE; 

WE TAKE PRIDE IN 40 YEARS OF HELPING AVERT A NEW 
WORLD WAR AND PRIDE IN OUR ALLIANCES THAT PROTECT AND 
PRESERVE US AND OUR FRIENDS FROM AGGRESSION. WE TAKE 
PRIDE IN THE CAMP DAVID AGREEMENTS AND OUR EFFORTS FOR 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST ROOTED IN RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 
338< IN SUPPORTING PAKISTAN, TARGET OF OUTSIDE 
INTIMIDATION; IN ASSISTING EL SALVADOR'S STRUGGLE TO 
CARRY FORWARD ITS DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION; IN ANSWERING 
THE APPEAL OF OUR CARIBBEAN FRIENDS IN GRENADA; IN 
SEEING GRENADA'S REPRESENTATIVE HERE TODAY, VOTING THE 
WILL OF ITS OWN PEOPLE. AND WE TAKE PRIDE IN OUR 
PROPOSALS TO REDUCE THE WEAPONS OF WAR. 

WE SUBMIT THIS HISTORY AS EVIDENCE OF OUR 
SINCERITY OF PURPOSE. BUT TODAY. IT IS MORE IMPORTANT 
TO SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT WHAT MY COUNTRY PROPOSES TO DO, 

IN THESE CLOSING YEARS OF THE 20th CENTURY, TO BRING 
ABOUT A SAFER, A MORE PEACEFUL, A MORE CIVILIZED WORLD. 

t 

LET US BEGIN WITH CANDOR — WITH WORDS THAT REST 
ON PLAIN AND SIMPLE FACTS. THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
AMERICA AND THE SOVIET UNION ARE DEEP AND ABIDING. 
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THE UNITED STATES IS A DEMOCRATIC NATION. HERE 
THE PEOPLE RULE. WE BUILD NO WALLS TO KEEP THEM IN, 

NOR ORGANIZE ANY SYSTEM OF POLICE TO KEEP THEM MUTE.’ 

WE OCCUPY NO COUNTRY. THE ONLY LAND ABROAD WE OCCUPY 
IS BENEATH THE GRAVES WHERE OUR HEROES REST. WHAT IS 
CALLED THE WEST IS A VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATION OF FREE 
NATIONS, ALL OF WHOM FIERCELY VALUE THEIR INDEPENDENCE 
AND THEIR SOVEREIGNTY. AND AS DEEPLY AS WE CHERISH OUR 
BELIEFS, WE DO NOT SEEK TO COMPEL OTHERS TO SHARE THEM. 

WHEN WE ENJOY THESE VAST FREEDOMS AS WE DO, IT IS 
DIFFICULT FOR US TO UNDERSTAND THE RESTRICTIONS OF 
DICTATORSHIPS WHICH SEEK TO CONTROL EACH INSTITUTION 
AND EVERY FACET OF PEOPLE'S LIVES, THE EXPRESSION OF 
THEIR BELIEFS, THEIR MOVEMENTS, AND THEIR CONTACTS WITH 
THE OUTSIDE WORLD. U IS DIFFICULT FOR US TO 
UNDERSTAND THE IDEOLOGICAL PREMISE THAT FORCE IS AN 
ACCEPTABLE WAY TO EXPAND A POLITICAL SYSTEM. 

WE AMERICANS DO NOT ACCEPT THAT ANY GOVERNMENT HAS 
THE RIGHT TO COMMAND AND ORDER THE LIVES OF ITS PEOPLE, 
THAT ANY NATION HAS AN HISTORIC RIGHT TO USE FORCE TO 
EXPORT ITS IDEOLOGY. THIS BELIEF — REGARDING THE 
NATURE OF MAN AND THE LIMITATIONS OF GOVERNMENT — IS 
AT THE CORE OF OUR DEEP AND ABIDING DIFFERENCES WITH 
THE SOVIET UNION, DIFFERENCES THAT PUT US INTO NATURAL 
CONFLICT — AND COMPETITION - WITH ONE ANOTHER. 
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WE WOULD WELCOME ENTHUSIASTICALLY A TRUE 
COMPETITION OF IDEAS, WELCOME A COMPETITION OF ECONOMIC 
STRENGTH AND SCIENTIFIC AND ARTISTIC CREATIVITY, AND, 
YES, WELCOME A COMPETITION FOR THE GOOD WILL OF THE ' 
WORLD'S PEOPLE. BUT WE CANNOT ACCOMMODATE OURSELVES TO 
THE USE OF FORCE AND SUBVERSION TO CONSOL I DAtE AND 
EXPAND THE REACH OF TOTALITARIANISM. 

WHEN MR. GORBACHEV AND I MEET IN GENEVA NEXT 
MONTH, I LOOK TO A FRESH START IN THE RELATIONSHIP OF 
OUR TWO NATIONS. WE CAN AND SHOULD MEET IN THE SPIRIT 
THAT WE CAN DEAL WITH OUR DIFFERENCES PEACEFULLY. THAT 
IS WHAT WE EXPECT. 

THE ONLY WAY TO RESOLVE DIFFERENCES IS TO 
UNDERSTAND THEM. WE MUST HAVE CANDID AND COMPLETE 
DISCUSSIONS OF WHERE DANGERS EXIST AND WHERE PEACE IS 
BEING DISRUPTED. MAKE NO MISTAKE; OUR POLICY OF OPEN 
AND VIGOROUS COMPETITION RESTS ON A REALISTIC VIEW OF 
THE WORLD. THEREFORE, AT GENEVA, WE MUST REVIEW THE 
REASONS FOR THE CURRENT LEVEL OF MISTRUST. 
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FOR EXAMPLE, IN 1972 THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
NEGOTIATED IN GOOD FAITH A BAN ON BIOLOGICAL AND TOXIN 
WEAPONS; IN 1975 WE NEGOTIATED THE HELSINKI ACCORDS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS; AND DURING THE DECADE JUST 
PAST, THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION NEGOTIATED 
SEVERAL AGREEMENTS ON STRATEGIC WEAPONS. YET. WE FEEL 
IT WILL BE NECESSARY AT GENEVA TO DISCUSS WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION WHAT WE BELIEVE ARE THEIR VIOLATIONS OF A 
NUMBER OF THE PROVISIONS IN ALL OF THESE AGREEMENTS. 
INDEED, THIS IS WHY IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE THIS 
OPPORTUNITY TO AIR OUR DIFFERENCES THROUGH FACE-TO-FACE 
MEETINGS — TO LET FRANK TALK SUBSTITUTE FOR ANGER AND 
TENSION. 


THE UNITED STATES HAS NEVER SOUGHT TREATIES MERELY 
TO PAPER OVER DIFFERENCES. WE CONTINUE TO BRIEVE THAT 
A NUCLEAR WAR IS ONE THAT CANNOT BE WON AND MUST NEVER 
BE FOUGHT, THAT IS WHY WE HAVE SOUGHT, FOR NEARLY 
10 YEARS, STILL SEEK, AND WILL DISCUSS IN GENEVA 
RADICAL, EQUITABLE, VERIFIABLE REDUCTIONS IN THESE VAST 
ARSENALS OF OFFENSIVE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
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AT THE BEGINNING OF THE LATEST ROUND OF THE 
ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS IN GENEVA, THE SOVIET UNION 
PRESENTED A SPECIFIC PROPOSAL INVOLVING NUMERICAL 
VALUES. WE ARE STUDYING THE SOVIET COUNTER-PROPOSAL 
CAREFULLY. I BELIEVE THAT WITHIN THEIR PROPOSAL THERE 
ARE SEEDS WHICH WE SHOULD NURTURE, AND IN THE COMING 
WEEKS WE WILL SEEK TO ESTABLISH A GENUINE PROCESS OF 
GIVE-AND-TAKE. 


THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO SEEKING TO DISCUSS WITH 
THE SOVIET UNION IN GENEVA THE VITAL RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE SYSTEMS, INCLUDING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF MOVING TOWARD A MORE STABLE AND SECURE 
WORLD IN WHICH DEFENSES PLAY A GROWING ROLE. 


THE BALLISTIC MISSILE IS THE MOST AWESOME, 
THREATENING, AND DESTRUCTIVE WEAPON IN THE HISTORY OF 
MAN, THUS, I WELCOME THE INTEREST OF THE NEW SOVIET' 
LEADERSHIP IN THE REDUCTION OF OFFENSIVE STRATEGIC 
FORCES. ULTIMATELY, WE MUST REMOVE THIS MENACE — ONCE 
AND FOR ALL — FROM THE FACE OF TM IS EARTH. 


UNTIL THAT DAY, THE UNITED STATES SEEKS TO ESCAPE 
THE PRISON OF MUTUAL TERROR BY RESEARCH AND TESTING 
THAT COULD, IN TIME, ENABLE US TO NEUTRALIZE THE THREAT 
OF these ballistic MISSILES AND. ULTIMATELY, RENDER 
THEM OBSOLETE. 
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HOW IS MOSCOW THREATENED - IF THE CAPITALS OF 
OTHER NATIONS ARE PROTECTED? WE DO NOT ASK THAT THE 
SOVIET LEADERS — WHOSE COUNTRY HAS SUFFERED SO MUCH 
FROM WAR - LEAVE THEIR PEOPLE DEFENSELESS AGAINST 
FOREIGN ATTACK. WHY THEN DO THEY INSIST THAT WE REMAIN 
UNDEFENDED? WHO IS THREATENED IF WESTERN RESEARCH — 
AND SOVIET RESEARCH THAT IS ITSELF WELL-ADVANCED - 
SHOULD DEVELOP A NON-NUCLEAR SYSTEM WHICH WOULD 
THREATEN NOT HUMAN BEINGS. BUT ONLY BALLISTIC MISSILES? 

SURELY. THE WORLD WILL SLEEP MORE SECURE WHEN 
THESE MISSILES HAVE BEEN RENDERED USELESS, MILITARILY 
AND POLITICALLY. WHEN THE SWORD OF DAMOCLES THAT HAS 
HUNG OVER OUR PLANET FOR TOO MANY DECADES IS LIFTED BY 
WESTERN AND RUSSIAN SCIENTISTS WORKING TO SHIELD THEIR 
CITIES AND THEIR CITIZENS AND ONE DAY SHUT DOWN SPACE 
AS AN AVENUE FOR WEAPONS Of MASS DESTRUCTION. 

IF WE ARE DESTINED BY HISTORY TO COMPETE. 
MILITARILY, TO KEEP THE PEACE. THEN LET US COMPETE TN 
SYSTEMS THAT DEFEND OUR SOCIETIES RATHER THAN WEAPONS 
WHICH CAN DESTROY US BOTH. AND MUCH OF GOD'S CREATION 
ALONG WITH US. 

* 

t 

SOME 18 YEARS AGO. THEN-PREMIER ALEKSEI KOSYGIN 
WAS ASKED ABOUT A MORATORIUM ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN 
ANTI-MISSILE DEFENSE SYSTEM. THE OFFICIAL SOVIET NEWS 
AGENCY. nASS.'' REPORTED HE REPLIED WITH THESE WORDS: 
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"I BELIEVE THAT DEFENSIVE SYSTEMS, WHICH PREVENT 
ATTACK. ARE NOT THE CAUSE OF THE ARMS RACE. BUT 
CONSTITUTE A FACTOR PREVENTING THE DEATH OF PEOPLE.... 
MAYBE AN ANTI-MISSILE SYSTEM IS MURE EXPENSIVE THAN AN 
OFFENSIVE SYSTEM. BUT IT IS DESIGNED NOT TO KILL PEOPLE 
BUT TO PRESERVE HUMAN LIVES." 


PRESERVING LIVES. NO PEACE IS MORE FUNDAMENTAL 
THAN THAT, GREAT OBSTACLES LIE AHEAD. BUT THEY SHOULD 
NOT DETER US. PEACE IS GOD'S COMMANDMENT. PEACE IS 
THE HOLY SHADOW CAST BY MEN TREADING ON THE PATH OF 
VIRTUE. 

BUT JUST AS WE ALL KNOW WHAT PEACE Ji. WE 
CERTAINLY KNOW WHAT PEACE IS NQI. 

PEACE BASED ON REPRESSION CANNOT BE TRUE PEACE AND 
IS SECURE ONLY WHEN INDIVIDUALS ARE FREE TO DIRECT 
THEIR OWN GOVERNMENTS. 


PEACE BASED ON PARTITION CANNOT BE TRUE PEACE. 

PUT SIMPLY; NOTHING CAN JUSTIFY THE CONTINUING AND 
PERMANENT DIVISION OF THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT. WALLS OF 
PARTITION AND DISTRUST MUST G^VE WAY TO GREATER 
COMMUNICATION FOR AN OPEN WORLD. BEFORE LEAVING FOR 
GENEVA. I SHALL MAKE MAJOR NEW PROPOSALS TO ACHIEVE 
THIS GOAL. 
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PEACE BASED ON MUTUAL FEAR CANNOT BE TRUE PEACE 
BECAUSE STAKING OUR FUTURE ON A PRECARIOUS BALANCE OF 
TERROR IS NOT GOOD ENOUGH. THE WORLD NEEDS A BALANCE 
OF SAFETY. 

FINALLY, A PEACE BASED ON AVERTING OUR EYES FROM 
TROUBLE CANNOT BE TRUE PEACE. THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
CONFLICT ARE EVERY BIT AS TRAGIC WHEN THE DESTRUCTION 
IS CONTAINED WITHIN ONE COUNTRY. 

REAL PEACE IS WHAT WE SEEK, AND THAT IS WHY TODAY 
THE UNITED STATES IS PRESENTING AN INITIATIVE THAT 
ADDRESSES WHAT WILL BE A CENTRAL ISSUE IN GENEVA — THE 
RESOLUTION OF REGIONAL CONFLICTS IN AFRICA, ASIA, AND 
CENTRAL AMERICA. 


I OUR OWN POSITION IS CLEAR: AS THE OLDEST NATION 

OF THE NEW WORLD, AS THE FIRST ANT I -COLONIAL POWER. THE 
UNITED STATES REJOICED WHEN DECOLONIZATION GAVE BIRTH 
I I TO SO MANY NEW NATIONS AFTER WORLD WAR II. WE HAVE 

ALWAYS SUPPORTED THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF EACH NATION 
TO DEFINE THEIR OWN DESTINY. WE HAVE GIVEN 
I $300 BILLION SINCE 19A5 TO HELP PEOPLE OF OTHER 

I COUNTRIES, AND WE HAVE TRIED TO HELP FRIENDLY 

I GOVERNMENTS DEFEND AGAINST AGGRESSION, SUBVERSION. AND 

I TERROR. 
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WE HAVE NOTED WITH GREAT INTEREST SIMILAR 
EXPRESSIONS OF PEACEFUL INTENT BY LEADERS OF THE SOVIET 
UNION, I AM NOT HERE TO CHALLENGE THE GOOD FAITH OF 
WHAT THEY SAY. BUT ISN'T IT IMPORTANT FOR US TO WEIGH 
THE RECORD, AS WELL? 

— IN AFGHANISTAN, THERE ARE 118,000 SOVIET 
TROOPS PROSECUTING WAR AGAINST THE AFGHAN PEOPLE. 

— IN CAMBODIA, 140,000 SOVIET-BACKED VIETNAMESE 
SOLDIERS WAGE A WAR OF OCCUPATION. 


- IN ETHIOPIA, 1,700 SOVIET ADVISERS ARE 
INVOLVED IN MILITARY PLANNING AND SUPPORT OPERATIONS 
ALONG WITH 2,500 CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS. 

- IN ANGOLA - 1,200 SOVIET MILITARY ADVISERS 
INVOLVED IN PLANNING AND SUPERVISING COMBAT OPERATIONS, 
ALONG WITH 35,000 CUBAN TROOPS. 


— IN NICARAGUA — SOME 8,000 SOVIET BLOC AND 
CUBAN PERSONNEL, INCLUDING ABOUT 3,500 MILITARY AND 
SECRET POLICE PERSONNEL. 
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all of these conflicts - SOME OF THEM UNDER WAY 
FOR A DECADE - ORIGINATE IN LOCAL DISPUTES BUT THEY 
SHARE A COMMON CHARACTERISTIC: THEY ARE THE 
CONSEQUENCE OF AN IDEOLOGY IMPOSED FROM WITHOUT, 
dividing NATIONS AND CREATING REGIMES THAT ARE, ALWST 
FROM THE DAY THEY TAKE POWER, AT WAR WITH THEIR OWN 
PEOPLE, AND IN EACH CASE, MARXISM-LENINISM'S WAR WITH. 
THE PEOPLE BECOMES WAR WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS. 

THESE WARS ARE EXACTING A STAGGERING HUMAN TOLL 
AND THREATEN TO SPILL ACROSS NATIONAL BOUNDARIES AND 
TRIGGER DANGEROUS CONFRONTATIONS. WHERE IS IT MORE 
appropriate than RIGHT HERE AT THE UNITED NATIONS TO 
CALL ATTENTION TO ARTICLE 2 OF OUR CHARTER WHICH 
INSTRUCTS MEMBERS TO REFRAIN 'FROM THE THREAT OR USE OF 
force AGAINST THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OR POLITICAL 
INDEPENDENCE OF ANY STATE. , . 

DURING THE PAST DECADE THESE WARS PLAYED A LARGE 
ROLE IN BUILDING SUSPICIONS AND TENSIONS IN MY COUNTRY 
OVER THE PURPOSE OF SOVIET POLICY. THIS GIVES US AN 
extra reason to address them seriously TODAY. 


LAST YEAR I PROPOSED FROM THIS PODIUM THAT THE 
UNITED STATES AND SOVIET UNION HOLD DISCUSSIONS ON SOME 
OF THESE ISSUES, AND WE HAVE DONE SO. BUT I BELIEVE 
THESE PROBLEMS NEED MORE THAN TALK. 
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FOR THAT REASON, WE ARE PROPOSING, AND ARE FULLY 
COhMITTED TO SUPPORT, A REGIONAL PEACE PROCESS THAT 
SEEKS PROGRESS ON THREE LEVELS; 


FIRST, WE BELIEVE THE STARTING POINT MOST BE A 
PROCESS OF NEGOTIATION AMONG THE WARRING PARTIES IN * ^ i 

EACH COUNTRY I'VE MENTIONED - WHICH, IN THE CASE OF 
AFGHANISTAN, INCLUDES THE SOVIET UNION. THE FORM OF 
THESE TALKS MAY AND SHOULD VARY, BUT NEGOTIATIONS — 

AND AN IMPROVEMENT OF INTERNAL POLITICAL CONDITIONS «- 

ARE ESSENTIAL TO ACHIEVING AN END TO VIOLENCE, THE “Si 

WITHDRAWL OF FOREIGN TROOPS AND NATIONAL Sf 

RECONCILIATION. "i 

. 

■m 

THERE IS A SECOND LEVEL; ONCE NEGOTIATIONS TAKE J 

HOLD AND THE PARTIES DIRECTLY INVOLVED ARE MAKING REAL I 

PROGRESS, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
SOVIET UNION SHOULD SIT DOWN TOGETHER. IT IS NOT FOR 3 

US TO IMPOSE ANY SOLUTIONS IN THIS SEPARATE SET OF ^ 

TALKS. SUCH SOLUTIONS WOULD NOT LAST. BUT THE ISSUE ^ 

WE SHOULD ADDRESS IS HOW BEST TO SUPPORT THE ONGOING 3 

TALKS AMONG THE WARRING PARTIES. IN SOME CASES, IT % 

MIGHT WELL BE APPROPRIATE TO CONSIDER GUARANTEES FOR ^ 

ANY AGREEMENTS ALREADY REACHED. BUT IN EVERY CASE THE S 

PRIMARY TASK IS TO PROMOTE THIS GOAL; VERIFIED 3 

ELIMINATION OF THE FOREIGN MILITARY PRESENCE AND 
RESTRAINT ON THE FLOW OF OUTSIDE ARMS. S 
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FINALLY/ IF THESE FIRST TWO STEPS ARE SUCCESSFUL/ 
WE COULD MOVE ON TO THE THIRD - WELCOMING EACH COUNTRY 
BACK INTO THE WORLD ECONOMY SO ITS CITIZENS CAN SHARE 
IN THE DYNAMIC GROWTH THAT OTHER DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES - COUNTRIES THAT AT PEACE - ENJOY. 
despite past DIFFERENCES WITH THESE REGIMES, THE UNITED 
STATES WOULD RESPOND GENEROUSLY TO THEIR DEMOCRATIC 
RECONCILIATION WITH THEIR OWN PEOPLE, THEIR RESPECT FOR 

HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THEIR. RETURN TO THE FAMILY OF FREE 
NATIONS. 

OF COURSE, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THESE NEGOTIATIONS 
result in DEFINITIVE PROGRESS, AMERICA'S SUPPORT FOR 

STRUGGLING DEMOCRATIC RESISTANCE FORCES MUST NOT AND 
SHALL NOT CEASE. 

THIS PLAN IS BOLD. AND IT IS REALISTIC, IT IS 
NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR EXISTING PEACE-MAKING EFFORTS; IT 
COMPLEMENTS THEM. WE ARE NOT TRYING TO SOLVE EVERY 
CONFLICT IN EVERY REGION OF THE GLOBE, AND WE RECOGNIZE 
that each CONFLICT HAS ITS OWN CHARACTER. NATURALLY 
OTHER REGIONAL PROBLEMS WILL REQUIRE DIFFERENT 
APPROACHES. BUT WE BELIEVE THAT THE RECURRENT PATTERN 

OF CONFLICT THAT WE SEE IN THESE FIVE CASES OUGHT TO BE 
BROKEN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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WE MUST BEGIN SOMEWHERE, SO LET US BEGIN WHERE 
THERE IS GREAT NEED AND GREAT HOPE. THIS WILL BE A 
CLEAR STEP FORWARD TO HELP PEOPLE CHOOSE THEIR FUTURE 
MORE FREELY. MOREOVER, THIS IS AN EXTRAORDINARY 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SOVIET SIDE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION 
TO REGIONAL PEACE WHICH IN TURN CAN PROMOTE FUTURE 
DIALOGUE AND NEGOTIATIONS ON OTHER CRITICAL ISSUES. 


WITH HARD WORK AND IMAGINATION, THERE IS NO LIMIT 
TO WHAT, WORKING TOGETHER, OUR NATIONS CAN ACHIEVE. 
GAINING A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THESE CONFLICTS WILL 
OPEN WHOLE NEW VISTAS FOR PEACE AND PROGRESS - THE 
DISCOVERY THAT THE PROMISE OF THE FUTURE LIES NOT IN 
MEASURES OF MILITARY DEFENSE, OR THE CONTROL OF 
WEAPONS, BUT IN THE EXPANSION OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS. - ‘ 

ONLY WHEN THE HUMAN SPIRIT CAN WORSHIP. CREATE, 

AND BUILD, ONLY WHEN PEOPLE ARE GIVEN A PERSONAL STAKE 
IN DETERMINING THEIR OWN DESTINY AND BENEFITTING FROM 
THEIR OWN RISKS DO SOCIETIES BECOME -PROSPEROUS. 
PROGRESSIVE, DYNAMIC, AND FREE. 

WE NEED ONLY OPEN OUR EYES TO THE ECONOMIC 
EVIDENCE ALL AROUND US. NATIONS THAT DENY THEIR PEOPLE 
OPPORTUNITY — IN EASTERN EUROPE, INDOCHINA. SOUTHERN 
AFRICA, AND LATIN AMERICA — WITHOUT EXCEPTION ARE 
DROPPING FURTHER BEHIND IN THE RACE FOR THE FUTURE, 
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BUT WHERE WE SEE ENLIGHTENED LEADERS WHO 
UNDERSTAND THAT ECONOMIC FREEDOM AND PERSONAL INCENTIVE 
ARE KEY TO DEVELOPMENT, WE SEE ECONOMIES STRIDING 
FORWARD. SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, AND SOUTH KOREA — INDIA, 
BOTSWANA, AND CHINA. THESE ARE AMONG THE CURRENT AND 
EMERGING SUCCESS STORIES BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE COURAGE 
TO GIVE ECONOMIC INCENTIVES A CHANCE. 

LET US ALL HEED THE SIMPLE ELOQUENCE IN ANDREI 
SAKHAROV'S NOBEL PEACE PRIZE MESSAGE: "INTERNATIONAL 
TRUST, MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, DISARMAMENT AND 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ARE INCONCEIVABLE WITHOUT AN 
OPEN SOCIETY WITH FREEDOM OF INFORMATION, FREEDOM OF 
CONSCIENCE, THE RIGHT TO PUBLISH AND THE RIGHT TO 

TRAVEL AND CHOOSE THE COUNTRY IN WHICH ONE WISHES TO 
LIVE." 


AT THE CORE, THIS IS AN ETERNAL TRUTH. FREEDOM 
WORKS. THAT IS THE PROMISE OF THE OPEN WORLD AND 
AWAITS ONLY OUR COLLECTIVE GRASP. FORTY YEARS AGO, 
HOPE CAME ALIVE AGAIN FOR A WORLD THAT HUNGERED FOR 
HOPE. I BELIEVE FERVENTLY THAT HOPE IS STILL ALIVE. 
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the united states has spoken with candor and 

CONVICTION TODAY, BUT THAT DOES NOT LESSEN THESE STRONG 
FEELINGS HELD BY EVERY AMERICAN; IT's IN THE NATURE OF 
AMERICANS TO HATE WAR AND ITS DESTRUCTIVENESS. WE 
WOULD RATHER WAGE OUR STRUGGLE TO REBUILD AND RENEW, 

NOT TO TEAR DOWN. WE WOULD RATHER FIGHT AGAINST ' 
HUNGER, DISEASE, AND CATASTROPHE. WE WOULD RATHER 

ENGAGE OUR ADVERSARIES IN THE BATTLE OF IDEALS AND 
IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE. 

THESE PRINCIPLES EMERGE FROM THE INNATE OPENNESS 
AND GOOD CHARACTER OF OUR PEOPLE — AND FROM OUR LONG 
STRUGGLE AND SACRIFICE FOR OUR LIBERTIES AND THE 
LIBERTIES OF OTHERS. AMERICANS ALWAYS YEARN FOR PEACE, 
THEY HAVE A PASSION FOR LIFE. THEY CARRY IN THEIR 
HEARTS A DEEP CAPACITY FOR RECONCILIATION. 

LAST YEAR AT THIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, I INDICATED 
THERE WAS EVERY REASON FOR THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
SOVIET UNION TO SHORTEN THE DISTANCE BETWEEN US. IN 
GENEVA — THE FIRST MEETING BETWEEN OUR HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT IN MORE THAN 6 YEARS - MR. GORBACHEV AND 1 
WILL HAVE THAT OPPORTUNITY. 
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SO/ YES/ LET US GO TO GENEVA WITH BOTH SIDES 
COMMITTED TO DIALOGUE. LET BOTH SIDES GO COMMITTED TO 
A WORLD WITH FEWER NUCLEAR WEAPONS -- AND SOME DAY WITH 
NONE. LET BOTH SIDES 60 COMMITTED TO WALK TOGETHER ON 
A SAFER PATH INTO THE 21ST CENTURY AND TO LAY THE 
FOUNDATION FOR ENDURING PEACE. 


IT IS TIME/ INDEED/ TO DO MORE THAN JUST TALK OF A 
BETTER WORLD. IT IS TIME TO ACT. AND WE WILL ACT WHEN 
NATIONS CEASE TO TRY TO IMPOSE THEIR WAYS UPON OTHERS# 
AND WE WILL ACT WHEN THEY REALIZE THAT WE, FOR WHOM THE 
ACHIEVEMENT OF FREEDOM HAS COME DEAR, WILL DO WHAT WE 
MUST TO PRESERVE IT FROM ASSAULT. 


AMERICA IS COMMITTED TO THE WORLD, BECAUSE SO MUCH 
OF THE WORLD IS INSIDE AMERICA. AFTER ALL, ONLY A FEW 
MILES FROM THIS VERY ROOM IS OUR STATUE OF LIBERTY, 

PAST WHICH LIFE BEGAN ANEW FOR MILLIONS — WHERE THE 
PEOPLES FROM NEARLY EVERY COUNTRY IN THIS HALL JOINED 
TO BUILD THESE UNITED STATES. 

THE BLOOD OF EACH NATION COURSES THROUGH THE 
AMERICAN VEIN - AND FEEDS THE SPIRIT THAT COMPELS US 
TO INVOLVE OURSELVES IN THE FATE OF THIS GOOD EARTH. 

IT IS THE SAME SPIRIT THAT WARMS OUR HEART IN CONCERN 
TO HELP EASE THE DESPERATE HUNGER THAT GRIPS PROUD 
PEOPLE ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT. 
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IT IS THE INTERNATIONAipT SPIRIT THAT CAME 
TOGETHER LAST MONTH WHEN OUR NEIGHBOR, MEXICO, WAS 
STRUCK SUDDENLY BY AN EARTHQUAKE. EVEN AS THE MEXICAN 
NATION MOVED VIGOROUSLY INTO ACTION - THERE WERE 
heartwarming offers by OTHER NATIONS OFFERING TO HELP 
and glimpses of PEOPLE WORKING TOGETHER. WITHOUT 
CONCERN FOR NATIONAL SELF-INTEREST OR GAIN. 

I : and if THERE WAS ANY MEANING TO SALVAGE OUT OF 

■ that tragedy, it was found one day in a huge mound of 

: RUBBLE THAT WAS pNCE THE JUAREZ HOSPITAL IN MEXICO 

CITY. ‘ 


A WEEK AFTER THAT TERRIB|LE EVENT AND AS ANOTHER 

day OF DESPAIR Unfolded - a team of workers heard a 
faint SOUNDiCOHljlG SOMEWHERE FROM THE HEART OF THE 
CRUSHED CONCRETE! AND TWISTED bcEL. HOPING BEYOND 

hope, they quickly burrowed toward it. J 

1 ^ I, 

I 

AS THE LATE afternoon LIGHT FADED, AND RACING 
against time, they found WHAtItHEY had heard - AND THE 

FIRST OF THREE B^BY GIRLS — lilEWBORN INFANTS - EMERGED 
TO THE SAFETY OF THE RESCUE TEAM. 
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HERE IS THE SCENE THROUGH THE EYES OF ONE WHO WAS 
THERE. "EVERYONE WAS SO QUIET WHEN THEY LOWERED THAT 
LITTLE BABY DOWN IN A BASKET COVERED WITH BLANKETS. 

THE BABY DIDN'T MAKE A SOUND, EITHER. BUT THE MINUTE 
THEY PUT HER IN THE RED CROSS AMBULANCE EVERYBODY JUST 
GOT UP AND CHEERED." 

WELL, AMIDST ALL THAT HOPELESSNESS AND DEBRIS CAME 
A TIMELY - AND TIMELESS - LESSON FOR US ALL. WE 
WITNESSED THE MIRACLE OF LIFE. 

IT IS ON THIS THAT I BELIEVE OUR NATIONS CAN MAKE 
A RENEWED COMMITMENT. THE MIRACLE OF LIFE IS GIVEN BY 
ONE GREATER THAN OURSELVES. BUT ONCE GIVEN. EACH LIFE 
IS OURS TO NURTURE AND PRESERVE - TO FOSTER NOT ONLY 
FOR TODAY'S WORLD BUT FOR A BETTER ONE TO COME. 

THERE IS NO PURPOSE MORE NOBLE THAN FOR US TO 
SUSTAIN AND CELEBRATE LIFE IN A TURBULENT WORLD. THAT 
IS WHAT WE MUST DO NOW. WE HAVE NO HIGHER DUTY — NO 
GREATER CAUSE AS HUMANS. LIFE — AND THE PRESERVATION 
OF FREEDOM TO LIVE IT IN DIGNITY - IS WHAT WE ARE ON 
THIS EARTH TO DO. 

EVERYTHING WE WORK TO ACHIEVE MUST SEEK THAT END 
SO THAT SOME DAY OUR PRIME MINISTERS, OUR PREMIERS, OUR 
PRESIDENTS AND OUR GENERAL SECRETARIES WILL TALK NOT OF 
WAR AND PEACE - BUT ONLY OF PEACE. 
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WE VE HAD 40 YEARS TO BEGIN, LET US NOT WASTE ONE 
MORE MOMENT TO GIVE BACK TO THE WORLD ALL THAT WE CAN 
IN RETURN FOR THIS MIRACLE OF LIFE. 

THANK YOU. GOD BLESS YOU. 

^ # 
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